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nw 
Lal 


That the fame of Cicero, ieee 


‘ and the younger Pliny, had fcarce 


Cal 
n 


lafted to this day, or at leaft, not 


* fo freth, if it had not been joined 


nw 





‘ with fome vanity and boafting in 
“« themfelves : for boafting feems to be like varaifh, tha: 
« not only makes wood fhine but laft.” 

H ow greatly are the moderns obliged to lord Bacon 
for giving another reafon for the fuccefs of the ancients, 
than fuperiority of merit! Thefe gentlemen have taken 
care, it feems, to lay on their varnith fo extremely thick, 
that common wood has been miftaken from ebony, and 


ebony for enamel, 


Buz 
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But if the ancierits owe all their reputation to their 
fisill in varnifhing, as no doubt they do, it appears very 
wonderful, that while the art remains, it fhould be fo 
totally neglected by modern authors; efpecially when 
they experience every day, that for want of this co- 
vering, the critics in the fhape of worms have g¢at into 
their wood, and crumbled it to powder. 

Bu fT to treat this matter plainly, and without a figure; 
it is moft certainly owing to the bafhfulnefs of the mo- 
derns that their works are not held in higher eftimation 
than thofe of the ancients. And this, I think, will 
be as apparent as any other truth, if we confider 
for a moment the nature and office of the people 
called critics. It is the nature of thefe people to be ex- 
ceedingly dull; and it is their office to pronounce deci- 
fively upon the merit and demerit of all works whatfo- 
ever. Thus, chufing themfelves into the faid office, 
and happening to fet out without tafte, talents or judg- 
ment, they have no way of gueffing at the excellency 
of an author, but from what the faid author has been 
gracioufly pleafed to fay of it himfelf: and as moft of the 
moderns are afraid of communicating to the public all 
that pafies in their hearts on that fubject, the critics, 
miftaking their referve for a confeflion of weaknefs, 
have pronounced fentence upon their works, that they 
are good for nothing. Nor is it matier of wonder 
that they proceed in this methed: for by what rule 
of reafon can a man expe& the good word of another, 
who has not a word to fay in favour of himfelf? 

To avoid therefore the cenfure of the critics, and to 
engage their approbation, I the this early opportunity 
of affuring them that I have the pleafure of ftanding ex- 

tremely 
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tremely high in my own opinion ; and if I do not think 
proper to fay with Horace, 

Sublimi feriam fidera vertice, 
or with Ovid, 


“famque cpus iNCEPI, quod nec “fevis ira, nec ignes, 
Nee poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuftas, 


it is. becaufe I chufe to temper vanity with humility ; 


having fometimes found, that a man may be too arro- 


gant, as well as too humble: though it muft always be 


acknowledged that in affairs of enterprize, which re- 


quire ftrength, genius, or activity, aflurance will fucceed 
where modefty will fail. 

T o fet forth the utility of blending thefe two virtues, 
and to exemplify in a particular inftance the fuperiority of 
the former, as I began my firft paper with a tale, I fhall 
end this with a fable. 

Moprsty, the daughter of Knowledge, and 
AssurANCE, the offspring of Ignorance, met acci- 
dentally upon the road; and as ‘both had a long way to 
go, and had experienced from former hardfhips, that 


they were alike unqualified to purfue their journey 


‘alone, they agreed, notwithftanding the oppofition in 


their natures, to lay afide all anithofities, and for their 
mutual advantage, to travel together. It was in a coun- 
try where there were no inns for entertainment ; fo that 
to their own addrefs, and to the hofpitality of the inha- 
bitants, they were contiaually to be obliged for provifion 
and lodging. | 

AssuRANCE had never failed getting admittance to 
the houfes of the great; but it had frequently been her 
misfortune to be turned out of doors, at a time when fhe 


was promifing herfelf an elegant entertainment, or a 
) . bed 
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bed of down to reft upon. Mopersry had been ex- 
cluded from all fuch houfes, and compelled to take 
fhelter in the cottages of the poor ; where, though fhe had 
leave to continue as kong as fhe pleafed, a trufs of ftraw 
had been her ufual bed, and roots, or the coarfeft provifion 
her conftant repaft. But as both, by this accidental 
meeting, were become friends and fellow travellers, they 
entertained hopes of affifting each other, and of fhort- 
ning the way by dividing the cares of it. 

AssuRANCE, who was dreffed lightly in a fummer 
filk and fhort petticoats, and who had fomething com- 
manding in her voice and prefence, found the fame eafy 
accefs as before to the caftles and palaces upon the way ; 
while Mopresry, who followed her in a ruffet gown, 
fpeaking low, and cafting her eyes upon the ground, 
was as ufual pufhed back by the porter at the gate, till 
introduced by her companion; whofe fafhionable ap- 
pearance and familiar addrefs got admiffion for both. 

AND now, by the endeavours of each to fupport 
the other, their difficultics vanifhed, and they faw 
themfelves the favourites of ail companies, and the 
parties of their pleafures, feftivals and amufements. 
The {allies of Assur awcE were continually checked by 
the delicacy of Mopesry ; and the blufhes of Mopesty 
were frequently relieved by the vivacity of AssuRANCE ; 
who. though fhe was fometimes detected at her old 
pranks, which always put her companion out of coun- 
tenance, was yet fo awed by her prefence, as to ftop 
fhort of offence. 

T uvus inthe company of Moprsty, AssuRANCE 
gained that reception and efteem, which fhe had vainly 
hoped for in her abfence ; while Moprsty,. by means 


of her new - acquaintance, kept the beft company, 
feafted 
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feafted upon delicacies, and flept in the chambers of 
ftate. AssURANCE, indeed, had in one particular the 
afcendancy over her companion: for if any one afked 
Mopesty whofe daughter fhe was, fhe blufhed and 
amade no anfwer; while Assurance took the advan- 
tage of her filence, and impofed herfelf upon the 
world as the offspring of Knowledge. _ 

In this manner did the travellers purfue their jour- 
ney; AssuRANCE taking the lead through the great 
towns and cities, and apologizing for the rufticity of 
her companion ; while Mopesty went foremoft through 
the villages and hamlets, and excufed the odd behaviour 
of AssURANCE by prefenting her as a courtier. 

I r happened one day, after having meafured a tedious 
length of road, that they came toa narrow river, which 
by a hafty fwell had wafhed away the bridge that was 
built over it. As they ftood upon the bank, cafting 
their eyes upon the oppofite fhore, they faw at a little 
diftance a magnificent caftle, and a crowd of people 
inviting them to come over. AssuRANCE, who ftoped 
at nothing, throwing afide the covering from her limbs, 
plunged almoft naked into the ftream, and fwam fafely 
to the other fide. Mopesty, offended at the inde- 
cency of her companion, and diffident of her own 
ftrength, would have declined the danger; but being 
urged by Assurance, and derided for her cowardice 
by the people on the other fide, fhe unfortunately ven- 
tured beyond her depth, and opprefied by her fears, 
‘as well as entangled by her clothes, which were bound 
tightly about her, immediately difappeared, and was 
driven by the current none knows whither. It is faid, 
indeed, that fhe was afterwards taken up alive by a 

fifherman 
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fifherman upon the Englith coaft, and that fhortly fhe will 


be brought to this metropolis, and fhewn to the curious 
of both fexes with the furprifing ORonuTo SavaGeE, 
and the wonderful PANTHER-MareE. 

AssuRANCE, not in the leaft daunted, purfued her 
journcy alone ; and though not altogether as fuccefsfuily 
as with her companion, yet having learnt in particular 
companies, and upon particular occafions, to affume the 
air and manner of Mopesty, fhe was received kindly 
at every houfe ; and at laft arriving at the end of her 
travels, fhe became a very great lady, and rofe to be 
firft maid of honour to the queen of the country. - 
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